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1. About the Kingston Dragon Boat Festival 
1.1 When is the festival? 
Sunday 19th July 2026 
 
1.2 Background to the festival 
Dragon Boat Events are excited to once again be working with Friends of Canbury 
Gardens and The Boaters Inn to continue this amazing community festival.  
 
Our aim is to create a community event that enables local charities and other good 
causes to raise funds, whilst having fun at the same time. So if you are looking to enter 
a team we ask that you choose a charity or local cause to support. We then ask you to 
pledge that you will aim to raise at least £1,000 for that charity. If you cannot raise 
£1,000, don’t worry, there is no penalty! We just try to encourage everyone to do their 
best to make the day as worthwhile as possible.  
 
If you don’t have a charitable cause to raise money for please contact Friends of 
Canbury Gardens on the below email address who are working with Kingston Charitable 
Foundation and between them they will select local causes for the fundraising to be 
distributed to.  
 
friendsofcanburygardens@gmail.com  
 
1.3 How do I register and pay for my team?  
To enter, simply complete the Team Entry Form found at the end of this document and 
return to enquiries@dragonboatevents.com.  Please make the payment to Dragon Boat 
Events and use reference ‘Kingston’ – followed by your team name. 
 
1.3.1 Your email address is important.   
We communicate with all teams via email. Therefore the email address that you give 
when registering your team online must be one that you use regularly. If you are a 
company, and the finance department completes the entry form, be sure that the email 
entered is the one for the person who is coordinating the team (who we tend to call the 
“Team Captain”).  
 
1.3.2 Do I need a team name and nominated charity when I register?  
No, you can put “TBC” in the Team Name and Charity boxes of the registration form if 
you are undecided on these when you enter. You can add them later by emailing 
enquiries@dragonboatevents.com. However, we will need these completed by 7th July 
at the latest.  
 
1.4 Contact details 
Email: enquiries@dragonboatevents.com 
Internet: www.dragonboatevents.com/contact 
We endeavour to respond to all queries within two working days.  
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2. Entering A Team 
2.1 Cost of entering the festival 
The cost of entering a team is £605 (including vat) if entries are received before 13th 
April and £630 thereafter.  
 
2.2 How many people are in a team?  
A full Dragon Boat team consists of 16 paddlers and one drummer: so a total of 17 
people. You must have a drummer, however you don’t need to have 16 paddlers. A 
team with 12 paddlers can compete well, however it is best not to have any fewer than 
12 paddlers in your team.  
 
2.2.1 Can I have more than 17 people in a team?  
Yes. You can have as many as you like, although remember that only 17 can be in the 
boat at any one time, so you will have to rotate them. This is your responsibility – there 
are no rules about which individuals can paddle in each race – you decide the team you 
put in for each race as long as you are following the rules for your category. If you have 
more than 25 people who are keen to take part, consider finding a few more and 
entering two teams.  
 
2.3 Can I enter more than one team?  
Yes, you can enter as many teams as you like! However, please note that if you are 
short of numbers in one team (whilst you are allowed to) you may not be able to 
“transfer” paddlers between teams for different races as your teams could be racing 
against each other or may be in consecutive races. So if you have more than one team, 
be sure each team has enough paddlers in it without having to share them.  
 
2.4 Do I need any previous experience?  
No. Many of the teams competing will have never been in a dragon boat before. In each 
race you will have a highly experienced helm who will also give you hints, tips and 
instructions on how to win! So you will learn as you go along. 
 
2.5 How old do the people in my team need to be?  
Your team members will need to be at least 12 years old. Dragon Boat Events is 
regulated by the Adventure Activities Licensing Authority to allow minors to take part in 
the racing. There is no age limit! 
 
2.6 Can disabled people take part?  
Yes. If some of your team have disabilities this should not be a problem, all we require is 
for participants to be able to sit on a Dragon Boat bench unaided and hold a paddle. 
However, do let us know in advance so we can ensure any additional facilities are 
available and we may ask that an additional waiver form is completed. 
 
2.7 Do I need to be able to swim?  
No. Everyone wears a buoyancy aid when they go out on the water, and safety is taken 
very seriously. It is very unusual for a boat to capsize and there is always a safety boat 
alongside but we do ask that you are comfortable in and around water.  



 

 
2.8 Refunds  
Unfortunately the entry fee is non-refundable unless the event is cancelled due to river 
restrictions. At this point teams will be offered to transfer their entry over to next year or 
to receive a refund.  
 
3. The Racing 
3.1 What categories of racing are there? 
This year there will be 3 categories of racing; 

-​ Open - this category is open to any team with any mixture of male or female 
paddlers. 

-​ Mixed - this category requires a minimum of 50% of the team to be female 
padders. The drummer can be male or female. 

-​ Female - this category is for teams with all female paddlers. The drummer can be 
male or female.  

 
Please let us know when completing the entry form which category you intend to race 
in. If this changes please email us on enquiries@dragonboatevents.com to advise on 
the change of category. If you are in the Mixed or Female category it is your 
responsibility to ensure that you are following the rules of entry for that category, any 
teams that do not meet the criteria of paddlers for their specific category will be moved 
into the open category.  
 
3.2 How does the racing work?  
Teams will race against each other over a 200 metre course (which should take around 
1.5 - 2 minutes to complete). Each race you are in will be timed, and your best time over 
the three races will be the one that is used to determine whether you go into the final for 
your category.  
 
3.3 How many races will my team get?  
We aim to give each team three races during the day, and then if you qualify for the 
final, you get one more race. There is a gap of about 1.5 hours between each of your 
races.  
 
3.4 Can I get some practice before the event?  
Yes, training is available from Albany Outdoors - please contact 
albanyoutdoors@achievingforchildren.org.uk for further information on training 
packages.  
 
3.5 Do I need to bring my own boat or equipment?  
No! We supply the boats and everything else you need: paddles, drum, and buoyancy 
aids. You just need to get a team together.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@dragonboatevents.com
mailto:albanyoutdoors@achievingforchildren.org.uk


 

3.6 Registration and race times  
You must register with us as soon as all your paddlers have arrived at the site. The red 
Dragon Boat Events control tent is located by the steps near to The Boaters Inn. Only 
the Team Captain needs to come and register. Registration opens at 9.00am and we 
need all teams to be registered by 9.45am please. First race is planned for 10am and 
we aim to have the final races around 3.30 / 4pm with the presentation ceremony 
shortly after. A race schedule will be sent out before the event with updates announced 
over the PA system to help people plan timings throughout the day.  
 
3.7 The safety briefing  
Before your first race, you will receive a safety briefing from your helm. Once the safety 
briefing has finished you will be issued with a wristband. Anyone who will be paddling in 
any race during the day will need to participate in this safety briefing, even if they are 
not in their team’s first race. Only those people with a wristband will be allowed onto a 
Dragon Boat.  
 
3.8 The heats and the finals  
Conditions dependent, your team will participate in three heats during the day, with your 
fastest time being the one that will be used to determine whether you compete in one of 
the finals. The fastest teams in each category will go through to a final for that category.  
 
We will aim to have three 6 boat finals but this will depend on the conditions and timings 
during the day and the amount of teams that enter for each category. The categories 
with the highest amount of teams will be prioritised if we have to make a decision about 
how many boats we are able to race in each final.  
 
3.9 What to do between races 
There will be stalls along the main pathway to visit, all from local traders, as well as a 
funfair and various food and drink stalls. There will also be plenty of racing to watch 
throughout the day.  
 
3.10 What happens if I have team members who arrive late?  
It is not always possible for everyone to arrive for the safety briefing. If you have team 
members arriving later in the day who want to race, please ask them to report to the 
DBE Control Tent when they arrive. We will then ensure that they receive a safety 
briefing. However, please note that this is not always easy to fit in, and whilst it can be 
done, we don’t encourage it. So please encourage all your team members to be on site 
and ready for the first race and the group safety briefing in good time.  
 
3.11 Will I get wet?  
Yes! You are extremely likely to get wet from the other paddlers in your boat splashing 
you, so please bring a change of clothes!  
 
 
 
 



 

4. About the venue 
4.1 Kingston Dragon Boat Festival Location 
The festival is located at Canbury Gardens, Lower Ham Rd, Kingston upon Thames 
KT2 5AU. 
 
4.2 Car parking  
There is some street parking available at adjacent roads however where possible it is 
advised to use public transport or to walk to the event. For those driving please consider 
car sharing to reduce travel congestion and emissions.  
 
4.3 Your plot  
Each team entry will be provided with a 3x3 gazebo. You’ll be sent a map prior to the 
event advising where your gazebo pitch is and if you are unsure please speak to a 
member of the team at the DBE control tent.  
 
You will be provided with a landfill waste bin bag and a recycling bin bag. Please ensure 
all litter is placed in the appropriate bin bag throughout the day. The landfill bin bags will 
be collected at the end of the event and we ask that the recycling bin bag is taken home 
by someone from your team, perhaps someone who lives locally and is walking home, 
to be placed in the appropriate recycling bin. If you require additional bags please speak 
to someone at the DBE control tent.  
 

 



 

KINGSTON DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2026 ENTRY FORM 
 
Entry for the festival is £605 per team for entries received before April 13th 
and £630 for entries received after April 13th. Payment for entry can be 
made via BACS using the below details or if you require an invoice please 
request one when you return this completed form. Please quote 
‘KINGSTON’ followed by your Team / Company name as a payment 
reference.  
 
Please complete the below form and return to enquiries@dragonboatevents.com  
 

Payment 
For BACS payments please use the following account details; 
Bank: NatWest  
Account Name: Dragon Boat Events Ltd 
Sort Code: 55-81-26  
Account Number 88110192  
 
Please follow Dragon Boat Events and join Friends of Canbury Gardens 
using the below QR codes.  
 

Team Name  

Charity / Company Name  

Category of entry (please select 1) Open / Mixed / Female 

Team Captain Name  

Email address  

Contact Number  

Contact Address  

Team Captain Signature  


